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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH MPLA ACTIVISTS 

1. ON JUNE 1 1 CONGEN OFFICERS HAD 3 HOUR MEETING WITH 6 SELF- 
STYLED "FOUNDERS" AND "LEADERS” OF MPLA IN LUANDA. (FIVE OF 6 HAD 
SPENT 6-10 YEARS APIECE IN VARIOUS ANGOLAN PRISONS SINCE 1957.) 

MAIN POINTS MADE BY GROUP: 

A. NETO MAY BE ON WAY OUT: ALTHOUGH HE IS LEADER OF MPLA AT 
PRESENT, HE IS TIRED ("LIKE SALAZAR AT THE END") FROM LONG STRUGGLE 
AND SHOULD STEP ASIDE FOR NEW LEADERSHIP FOR UPCOMING POLITICAL 
INFIGHTING. MARIO PINTO DE ANDRADE WILL PROBABLY REPLACE NETO AT 
FORTHCOMING MPLA CONGRESS. 

B. CHIPENDA: NO SUPPORT AMONG LUANDA MPLA ORGANIZATION. HE IS 

TOO REMOTE, UNKNOWN AND NOT INTELLIGENT ENOUGH TO BECOME PRESIDENT 
OF MPLA. 

C. MPLA ORGANIZATION: MPLA STRENGTH CENTERS IN LUANDA. BUT THEY 
HAVE A NETWORK THROUGHOUT ANGOLA THANKS LARGELY TO PAST JAILHOUSE 
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PROSELYTISING. NEVERTHELESS POLITICALLY SPEAKING LUANDA IS ANGOLA 
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AND CONTROLLING CAPITAL TANTAMOUNT TO CONTROL OF NATION. 

D. SPINOLA NOT TO BE TRUSTED, A FASCIST AT HEART. WHILE HE 

IS WILLING TO CUT GUINEA AND MOZAMBIQUE LOOSE, HE WANTS TO 
HANG ON TO ANGOLA. 

E. RELATIONS WITH US: USG SHOULD SUPPORT MPLA IN ITS STRUGGLE. 

MPLA IS NEITHER COMMUNIST, RACIST NOR EXTREMIST AND WILL EN- 
COURAGE FOREIGN INVESTMENT. 

MPLA WOULD CONSIDER MILITARY ARRANGEMENTS WITH US. 

F. MULTIRACIALISM: MPLA DOES NOT RPT NOT WANT WHITES TO LEAVE, 

REALIZING NEED FOR WHITE MONEY AND EXPERTISE IN ORDER PREVENT 
ECONOMIC GROWTH FROM DROPPING TOO PRECIPITOUSLY AFTER INDEPENDENCE. 

(ONE MEMBER OF GROUP SAID MPLA WANTS POLITICAL POWER FOR THE 
AFRICAN MAIORITY BUT RECOGNIZES ECONOMIC POWER SHIFT IS GENER- 
ATION OR MORE AWAY.) UNDER THEIR GOVERNMENT ALL WHITES BORN IN 
ANGOLA WOULD DE FACTO HAVE ANGOLAN CITIZENSHIP; OTHER WHITES 
WOULD HAVE PERIOD TO OPT FOR IT OR REMAIN PORTUGUESE. 

G. ECONOMICS: GROUP SHOWED CONSIDERABLE SOPHISTICATION IN DIS- 
CUSSING ANGOLA S ECONOMIC FUTURE. THEY EXPECT INDEPENDENCE WILL 
CAUSE EXODUS OF SOME WHITES AND CAPITAL AS WELL AS LARGE RE- 
DUCTION IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND GNP. ALTHOUGH AFRICANS 
CAN WELL FORGET MANY PAST INIUSTICES, MUCH LATIFUNDIA MUST BE 
RETURNED TO DISPOSSESSED OWNERS. THEY EXPECT 5 YEARS WILL BE 
REQUIRED FOR ECONOMY RETURN TO PRE-INDEPENDENCE LEVEL BUT THEY 
ACCEPT THIS AS NECESSARY PRICE OBTAIN INDEPENDENCE. 

H. MPLA CONGRESS: DATE OR SITE NOT KNOWN EXCEPT IT DEFINITELY 
WILL BE OUTSIDE ANGOLA. EXPECT DECISION BY JUNE 17. MPLA ORGANIZ- 
ATION IN LUANDA WILL SEND DELEGATION. 

I. CABINDA: TALK THAT CABINDA WANTS INDEPENDENCE FROM ANGOLA 
JUST DGS INSPIRED NONSENSE (SIC), BUT CABINDA COULD HAVE A 
FEDERATED STATUS WITH ANGOLA, LEAVING DEFENSE AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS TO LUANDA BUT KEEPING THEIR OIL WEALTH (SIC). 

J. REGIONALISM: ALTHOUGH ATTRIBUTING TALK OF SOUTH-NORTH (I.E. 
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TRIBAL) TENSIONS TO DGS, SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION GAVE AWAY FACT IT 
IS A NAGGING WORRY. (ONE OF GROUP HAD JUST RETURNED FROM TRIP TO 
SOUTH.) GROUP PROFESSED LITTLE FEAR OF WHITE UDI SAYING IF 
PORTUGUESE HAD HAD GUTS ENOUGH IT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED SOME YEARS 
AGO. ONE ASSERTED A PARTITIONED ANGOLA, THE SOUTH FEDERATED 
WITH PORTUGAL IS A SPINOLA FALLBACK POSITION. 

K. FACT BLACK ANGOLANS IN PORTUGUESE ARMY HERE ARE DRAFTEES 
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EXCUSES THEIR PAST ACTIONS. NO MENTION MADE OF FLECHAS OR GES. 

2. COMMENT: OFFICERS FELT MUCH OF WHAT WAS SAID WAS EXERCISE IN 
TELLING USG WHAT GROUP THOUGHT IT WANTED TO HEAR. NEVERTHELESS, 
REQUEST FOR OUR POLITICAL BACKING WAS REAL AND THEIR COLLECTIVE 
SENTIMENT ON NETO/CHIPEND A/ANDRADE MAY WELL FORETELL A CHANGE IN 
PARTY LEADERSHIP. THESE PEOPLE DO NOT APPEAR TO BE RADICALS AND 
THEY STRONGLY WANT US TO BELIEVE IT COULD WORK WITH THEM IN 
FUTURE. (NO COMMITTMENTS, BEYOND KEEPING LINES OPEN, WERE MADE BY 
OFFICERS.) PROBLEM IS KNOWING WHAT REAL POWER, INFLUENCE MEMBERS 
OF THIS GROUP WILL HAVE IN FUTURE. WHILE NO DOUBT FOUR IN 
GROUP COME FROM MPLA'S FOUNDING GENERATION (ONE OF REMAINING TWO 
APPEARS TO BE STRONG COMER), THEY ARE TIRED OLD MEN AND MAY NOT 
ACCURATELY REFLECT EVOLVING MPLA POSITIONS. 

BRIGGS 
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